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[B] 


He who says that Rabshakeh was an idolater, holds that they do tear 
their clothes at the blasphemy of an idolater. 


One who said that he was a Jew holds that they do not tear their 
clothes when an idolater curses God. 


[G] R. Hoshaiah taught: “All the same is the law for one who hears 
the cursing of the divine name on the part of an Israelite and one 
who hears the cursing of the divine name on the part of an idolater: 
one is liable to tear one’s clothes.” 


[H] What is the scriptural basis for that statement? 


[I] “The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: ‘Behold, I am the Lord, 
the God of all flesh; is anything too hard for me?’” (Jer. 32: 27). 


What is the law as to tearing one’s garments in this time? 


R. Yosé, R. Jeremiah in the name of R. Hiyya bar Ba, R. Hezekiah, R. 
Jeremiah in the name of R. Yohanan: “Once blasphemers became 
many, they have ceased from tearing their garments upon hearing 
blasphemy.” 


[C] What is the law as to tearing one’s garments at this time upon 
hearing God cursed through euphemisms? 


[D] Let us derive the answer to that question from the following: 


[E] R. Simeon b. Laqish was riding along on the road. A Samaritan 
crossed his path, and was cursing, and [Simeon] tore his clothes, 
and again the Samaritan cursed, and again [Simeon] tore his 
clothes. 


[F] [Simeon] got off his ass and gave the Samaritan a punch in the 
chest. 


[G] He said to him, “Evil one! Does your mother have enough new 
clothes to give me [for your causing me to tear mine]?” 


[H] From this story it is clear that they do tear their clothing when 
they hear God cursed through euphemisms, and they also do tear 
their clothing at this time [after the destruction of the Temple]. 


And how do we know that they tear clothing in mourning on account 
of the burning of the Torah? 


“As Jehudi read three or four columns, the king would cut them off 
with a penknife and throw them into the fire in the brazier, until the 


